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Shreo tep Czech Ictder.;, include- ?srr/ *-;^c ;:ovotey, side *— 
uaerxccteC, tiirlvlni visit to Koreot: on Cctehwr 29-31 — the fi. ./e 
hi:£-level bloc delegation in the »ll& sir.ca the begirr^r.£ cf tfc. ;~lce*. 
crisis. Sfcey ere said to here hai r *. ccrr;rcher.siY3 eKchta^* of c^ lr.ic._ 
ea ecute questions o^ ixUpu: ts feoth rertice ♦ vrith the £&vlet 1-e-l*:.- 
ship. In the abicr.ee of cy iadicetia;s that other pressing proU^ 
were involve!* the Cuban eiis&tlen siy have teen the primary topic of 
discussion. Chis vss indicated ±y en announcement £r« Csech S^sssy, 
Havana, that Prague wuld £.v« Cuea food, ttrriiiec, toys, zr.i other 
articles roirih SSC^COO «ae proof of its -eliee.- /* n J. C^chotleval; 
delegation is *o arrive in 5aea ir. : evc.bee* w negotiate a 1?63 trade 

ths l^r*^ ar.d heavy involveeieat of the Ccschosloval; rogix* in Cuhi., 
r^ua** rssou^oes are currently lz£Z? cvsr^rtsr.dei, a^avatinj its 
o-^hcr cccnc^ic difficulties 5if-;s of fecist'.^f^ in th4 fec^ of ce.-.istio 
shc-.-ie^es ir.ii:e*ic eiC.^ :v. ;r:^ Z evict press'-rt cr postl^le Soviet 
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dinner Tor Hovotny virtually ths entire Soviet ?residi--a csser.blcd 
in an fppcrcnt effort to convey the iiv.nrsssion of solidarity* 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
BUREAU OF INTELLIGENCE AND RESEARCH 

TO: The Secretary Nov 1, 1962 

THROUGH: S/S 

FROM: INR - Roger Hilsman 

SUBJECT: Moscow Summons Czechs on Castro Aid 

There top Czech leaders, including Party Boss Novotny, made an 
unexpected, whirlwind visit to Moscow on October 29-31 — the first 
high-level bloc delegation in the USSR since the beginning of the Cuban 
crisis. They are said to have had "a comprehensive exchange of opinion 
on acute questions of interest to both Parties" with the Soviet leader- 
ship. In the absence of any indications that other pressing problems were 
involved, the Cuban situation may have been the primary topic of 
discussion. This was indicated by an announcement from Czech Embassy, 
Havana, that Prague would give Cuba food, textiles, toys, and other 
articles worth $300,000 "as proof of its solidarity. w A Czechoslovak 
delegation is to arrive in Cuba in November to negotiate a 1963 trade 
agreement . 

Czechoslovaks Heavily Committed, The visit appears connected with 
the long and heavy involvement of the Czechoslovak regime in Cuba. 
Prague's resources are currently badly overextended, aggravating its 
other economic difficulties. Gifts of foodstuffs in the face of domestic 
shortages indicate either rising Soviet pressure or possible Soviet 
subsidization of Czechoslovak aid. 

[ Illegible ] The importance of the visit is highlighted 
by the fact that the Czechs met with Khrushchev, Brezhnev, Kozlov, and 
[ ? ] , On each side, top [ ? ] participated. At an October 30 


dinner for Novotny virtually the entire Soviet Presidium assembled 
in an apparent effort to convey the impression of solidarity. 


